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Origin

· In 1834-1835, the second year after La Porte had been declared a town, a few 

literary-driven citizens decided they should contribute towards a common book 

fund. Books purchased with this fund were added to the library collection 

already donated from the settlersõ personal libraries. The total collection 

numbered approximately 300 volumes. The books were housed in a corner of 

the office of John B. Niles, La Porteõs one and only attorney. The collection was 

considered one of the first library movements in the state.



A letter to the 

Secretary to the 

Board of Education 

calling for a raise of 

salary.



· The next library established  in La Porte was with funds left by a native Scot, 

William Maclure. He was a collaborator with Robert Owenõs New Harmony 

experiment, an experiment to create a true utopia. By provisions of Maclureõs 

will, his executors were to donate $500 to any club or society of laborers who 

might establish in any part of the United States a Working Menõs Institute with a 

library of at least one hundred volumes. Laborers were defined as those òwho 

labor with their hands.ó About $80,000 was distributed to Indiana and Illinois in 

order to build libraries. Most of the Working Men's Institutes were short-lived 

for they were formed with the view of getting  donations.
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·The library received no tax money so it had to depend on membership 

fees and activities for funds. Life memberships were sold for $50, which 

was later raised to $100. Life memberships could also be assessed an 

additional one dollar per year. As the years passed, the libraryõs 

collection grew. In 1874 its collection totaled almost 3,000 volumes. On 

May 1, 1876 the Association bought a lot for $1,200. A two-story 

structure was erected for a library. The debt for construction was such 

that the Library Association leased the building to the Young Menõs 

Association for many years for $1 a year. Two years later, the Young 

Menõs Association cancelled the lease and the library found itself with 

unpaid debt. A group of citizens came to the rescue by loaning the 

library money without interest.
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